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Time spins by and here we are again, 
newsletter time. I trust everyone is busy 
now the weather is getting better 
(particularly for us southerners) 

A great deal has been happening with 
creating a waterproofing information 
course in conjunction with the Master 
Builders Association Vic. David Hepworth 
and myself have been pivotal in getting this 
off the ground. Andrew Golle (AIW member 
& Committee member) is delivering these 
courses which are aimed at people who are 
not necessarily doing the work but those 
that are having the work carried out or they 
are specifying (managing) waterproofing 
works.   This is a big change in what has 
been offered previously.  Frank Moebus 
(AIW member & Committee member) has 
also been presenting AIW seminars for the 
QBCC in Queensland.
 
What we are now finding, is private 
building companies are requesting the 
training in private sessions for their 
supervising staff members. We are 
changing the course slightly to solely aim 
the delivery at these people, some of which 
know very little about waterproofing, 
selection of products and subsequent 
preparation of surfaces and areas. Not 
forgetting the critical aftercare or 
following trades actions, where we see 
many atrocities committed. My niece and 

her husband are just at the tail end of 
having a new dual occupancy built by a 
“very well know builder” who has been a 
party to the aforementioned atrocities.

The amount of mistakes and lack of trade 
control was frankly quite extraordinary, 
I stepped in to assist them and help with 
sorting out some of the problems. To many 
to mention here, but my point being that 
the supervisor was way out of his depth 
(nice bloke, but) and the builder was at 
fault for having an under-skilled person 
in charge of building this job. This is the 
scenarios we are collectively seeing across 
Australia – time constraints, poor applica-
tions and cost cutting exercises are coming 
at a high cost at the end of a build or worse 
still after a project is completed, the 
owners have moved in and waterproofing 
fails. 

The mental anguish, stress, and signifi-
cant rectification cost are taking their toll 
on everyone- Lawyers are lovin’ it!!! As a 
small industry responsible for  delivering a 
critical part of the build, we all need to be 
extremely diligent in ensuring works are 
carried out correctly and will last for the 
life of the building. 

We find this training a massive step 
forward for the waterproofing industry as 

CHAIRMANS ADDRESS

the sooner the greater construction 
industry become more knowledgeable the 
better the standard of work.

On another note- the AIW will be putting 
together our own “Below Ground 
Waterproofing Standard” to give us 
something to work with given the absence 
of a standard in Australia. It will be loosely 
based on the UK standard and adapted to 
work for Australia - as soon as time permits 
we will be calling on all who would like to 
contribute to this. The more of a cross 
section on methods and materials the 
better. 

Paul Evans
AIW Chairman
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Australia Must 
Improve 
Waterproofing 
Standards and 
Practices
By Andrew Heaton

For five Irish students and one Irish 
American, the date of June 16, 2015, should 
have been one in which they celebrated 
a 21st birthday party at an apartment in 
Berkeley, California.

Each of the six died, however, following 
the collapse of a balcony on the fifth floor 
where they were standing. Several others 
were injured.

Grief for families turned to outrage, 
however, when the California State 
Licensing Board subsequently ruled that 
the collapse had been caused by shoddy 
material selection and poor waterproofing 
workmanship, which had enabled dry rot 
and decay to set in within timber joists.

California is not the only state to 
experience problems. In New Zealand, a 
‘leaky homes debacle’ saw tens of 

thousands of homes constructed which 
did not meet required watertightness 
standards. In 2012, a University of New 
South Wales study found that 85 percent 
of all strata units had defects – internal 
water leaks, cracks and water seeping in 
from outside of the building were the most 
common issues. Leaks have also been expe-
rienced in the ACT, where placement of 
balcony floors at the same level of internal 
floors has seen water enter apartments. 
Last year, The Age reported many of those 
who manage multi-storey buildings in 
Melbourne as saying that ‘if it has a 
balcony, it will leak’”.

“A leaky building syndrome is unfolding in 
Australia”, construction lawyer Kim 
Lovegrove wrote.

This matters. As shown above, poor water-
proofing on timbre structured balconies 
can lead to rotting wood and structural 
collapse. Structural instability and collapse 
can also happen in concrete balconies 
where water ingress which impacts the 
steel reinforcing bar causes rust which 
swells and pushes concrete away from the 
bar. Shower leaks from inadequate 
plumbing and/or waterproofing can cause 
mould spores within unseen cavities (i.e 
walls and subfloor and tile sealants), which 
can lead to sickness when they enter 
ventilation systems.

All this raises questions about how 
Australian standards and practices 
compare internationally and how we can 
improve.

According to Paul Evans, President of the 
Australian Institute of Waterproofing (AIW) 
and Managing Director of Findlay & Evans 
Waterproofing, we are lagging. Compared 
with Aussies, Americans are more 
professional in their approach toward 
projects and the design criteria from a 
waterproofing standpoint and are more 
committed to getting the job done right. 
The UK has a detailed standard for below 
ground waterproofing which is tied to 
insurance policies and qualification and 
licensing requirements; Australia has no 
below ground waterproofing standard. 
Throughout Europe and America, people 
are prepared to pay for adequate 
waterproofing treatments; in Australia, 
it is all but forgotten.

Evans says problems stem from several 
areas.

Read Full Article: https://sourceable.net/
australia-must-improve-waterproof-
ing-standards-practices/
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23-27 Griffin Street, New Farm
Overview
Property Type: Apartment Building
Recover System: Soprasun 3 and Soprasun 4AR
Scope: SOPRAFIX recovery system over failing acrylic membrane, 
mechanically fixed base layer - no need to remove existing 
membrane. Fully welded UV stable cap sheet - SOPRASUN 4 AR
Applicator: Barrier Waterproofing, Dave Hood
Area m2: 2 towers, approximately 350m2 each
Category: Waterproofing

PROJECT REFERENCE

MMMMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEMMMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBMBER 
        SUSSUBMISSIONS

 Want to be featured in the
AIW Newsletter?

We welcome your submissions whether 
it is a completed project or information 
regarding an upcoming training course. 

If you would like to contribute your 
content please email 

info@waterproof.org.au 

** Please Note submissions are to be impartial and 
not used to advertise your products or services **

mailto:info@waterproof.org.au
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SOPREMA 
Australia launched 
the Asia Pacific 
Contractor Training 
& Accreditation 
Program
By Judith Grenier-Vallières, International 
Business Coordinator, SOPREMA China

On May 10, SOPREMA Australia launched 
the Asia Pacific Contractor Training and 
Accreditation Program. 

The SOPREMA Australia range of products 
is unique to the region; the classes and 
program needed to be customized. Our 
very own Jakub Jerzyniak, SOPREMA 
Australia’s Field Technician and Trainer, 
liaised with our North American counter-
parts to get the best information available 
to create the local program covering both 
theory and practical hands-on skills, all 
with a strong underlying theme of safety. 
With the help of our local distribution 
partner, Bayset, the comprehensive 
three-class course was offered across three 
states for its launch in the region.

The curriculum begins with the basics: 
which end of the torch to hold, what SBS 
is, and how to spell S-O-P-R-E-M-A. The 
subject matter quickly progresses to more 
complicated topics such as below 
water-table waterproofing systems, 
complete roofing details, and ALSAN RS 
PMMA. 

Breaking the subjects down and spreading 
the accreditation information, a 3-day-long 
undertaking, over three months allowed 
us to teach the basics and explain how to 
create the rudimentary building blocks of 
the advanced SOPREMA systems. 

Contractors who complete the course and 
pass the practical exam with 80% or higher 
walk away with a certificate of completion, 
personalised accreditation card, t-shirt, 
and valuable transferrable industry 
knowledge. 

We are proud to say that thirty contractors 
completed the first course. We look forward 
to constantly building up the content to 
ensure a successful and sustainable 
program across the Asia-Pacific region.

OUR NEW 
WEBSITE 
IS LIVE 

View the latest industry news and events, 
read technical and training information, 
engage in the forum or add your business 
details to the new directory to promote 
yourself to the public.

Please make sure you re-add your company 
info to the directory ASAP.  This will ensure 
you come up on our website when people 
search for waterproofer’s in your area. 

Simply visit the link below and fill in your 
details: http://bit.ly/2wfERq1
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Waterproofing

Training 
Waterproofing training has become a hot 
topic throughout the nation, with some States 
introducing legislative changes, in favour of 
a more regimented approach to waterproof-
ing compliance. Victoria is adopting the NSW 
practice of including mandatory waterproof-
ing inspections as part of the required stage 
inspections for building. Victoria have also 
legislated the requirement that the contract-
ing accredited builder issue a statuary water-
proofing compliance declaration. This is also 
a legislated requirement in Queensland. 

Queensland are in the process of introducing 
proposed changes to occupational licencing, 
requiring a zero dollar limit for any water-
proofing installation. 

These are great initiatives for our industry, as 
these States are driving contractors toward 
training and qualification, in order to comply 
with these legislative requirements. As such 
AIW has been spreading our collective wings 
in the training department, to meet these new 
demands and assist our industry in providing 
the quality and compliant training required.

Frank Moebus, in Queensland has recently 
completed a Statewide series of seminars for 
the Qld Building and Construction Commis-
sion (QBCC). These informative seminars have 
been directed at licenced contractors and 
focussed on waterproofing defect avoidance. 
Seminars were well attended and defective 
practices targeted with gusto. Good job Frank.

In Victoria, MBAV, in partnership with the 
AIW, have delivered the first round of infor-
mative seminars targeted at building con-
tractors, project managers and supervisors. 
These 4 short seminars provided information 
on NCC performance provisions and practical 
application techniques to achieve Australian 
Standards compliance. The four seminars 
were separated into:
1. Internal Waterproofing to AS 3740 – 2010 

Waterproofing of Domestic Wet Areas
2. External Waterproofing for Above Ground 
to AS 4654.2 – 2010
3. Below Ground Waterproofing following the 
guidelines of British Standard BS 8102 – 2009 
Code of Practice for Protection of Below 
Ground Structures Against Water from the 
Ground.
4. Membranes and Compatibility – primers, 
sealants and membrane selection for select 
applications.

Each seminar was delivered over 3 hours, and 
attended by local Victorian builders, carpen-
ters, project managers, designers and 
members from the Victorian Building
Commission. All attendees were introduced to 
compliance practices that they were unaware 
of, and this certainly began the process of 
opening their eyes into the technical nature 
of our industry and the need to attend further 
training and to research compliance issues on 
their own projects.

A further round of Melbourne seminars is 
planned for the end of November and future 
seminars to be delivered in regional 
centres throughout Victoria in 2018. Contact 
MBAV Training on 03 9411 4555 to register 
expressions of interest and confirm dates for 
seminars.

MBA NSW are currently reformatting their 
Cert III CPCC 31411 qualification course as 
part of a compliance and internal review. 
What has been a 4 day qualification course, 
will now be broken down into competency 
units and delivered over 8 days as a training 
and assessment course for suitably 
experienced practitioners. The first 2 day 
block will deliver training and assessment 
on base competency units, such as substrate 
preparation, working sustainably in industry, 
etc. for applicants that do not have current 
Cert III or higher qualifications in another 
associated training package. The remaining 6 
days will deliver training and assessment on 
the waterproofing specific units of com-
petency: Internal Waterproofing; External 
Waterproofing; Below Ground Waterproofing; 
and Remedial Waterproofing. The final format 
of this revised qualification course is under 
discussion, and dates for this course will be 

rolled out once finalised.

QMBA has continued to deliver their 4 day 
Cert III qualification course throughout all 
regions. Courses have been delivered in 
Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton, 
Toowoomba, Sunshine Coast, Brisbane and 
Gold Coast.

Remaining courses for the year are 
scheduled for Hervey Bay in November and 2 
remaining courses for Brisbane in 
November and December. Contact Gail Parkes 
at QMBA Training to register on 
07 3225 2403. Don’t delay as numbers are 
limited and registration and vetting 
processes take time to navigate through.

A dedicated qualification course was recently 
delivered for the building maintenance crew 
of the Royal Brisbane Hospital (RBH). 10 
suitably experienced candidates participated 
in the 4 day course and all qualified as Cert 
III Construction Waterproofers. AIW manu-
facturer member, Sika Australia, supported 
this course in the form of supplied membrane 
and ancillary materials, and specialist advice 
to cater for the RBH’s unique waterproofing 
needs. Waterproofing compatibility chains 
were provided by Sika, to assist with the 
compliant installation of waterproofing and 
vinyl systems. 

Sika compiled a compatibility chain 
including: bonded screeds; primers; water 
based Class III membranes; bond breaker 
sealants; connector sealants; cementitious 
feather toppings; condensation barriers; 
coved release zones, for bond breaker 
movement; and compatible vinyl adhesives. 
This compatibility chain is vital for the 
performance of waterproofing/vinyl systems 
installed in the purpose built birthing suits 
at the RBH. These suites are constructed 
with a birthing bath, overhead hoist and rail 
system, and waterproofed and vinyled nurse 
assistance stairs, with appropriate connector 
sealants and water stop angles.

Sika are also assisting the RBH in solving an 
8000m2 leaky roof, conveniently dripping over 
the operating theatres. A great result, as this 
is a perfect example of relevant and compliant 
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training being utilised in practical applica-
tion. Well done QMBA and Sika.

The Tasmanian State Government through 
Consumer, Building and Occupational 
Services (CBOS) have approved funding to 
support Cert III qualification training in the 
north of the state in December. The course 
will be held in Longford over 4 days, and 
funding provided for 15 candidates. This 
brings the course cost down from $2200.00 to 
$500.00 for successful applicants. The course 
covers compliance and practical application 
techniques in the 14 core competencies and 5 
elective competencies to attain the Cert III in 
Construction Waterproofing. Candidates are 
to have a minimum of 2 years waterproofing 
experience in conjunction with their base 
trade experience. This will be the 4th year that 
this course will be held in Tasmania, with 
the support of CBOS. Previous successful 
candidates have included builders, wall and 
floor tilers, plumbers and carpenters. This 
year’s course has already received expres-
sions of interest from building surveyors and 
construction supervisors from one of Tassie’s 
major construction companies. Expressions 
of interest should be directed to Tasmanian 
AIW committee member Andrew Golle’ on 
0408 789 598 or by email at 
t.r.i.m@bigpond.com

Don’t delay, as places are limited and 
vetting application processes are required.

Finally, I would like to share with you a 
testimonial from a builder/plumber who has 
just successfully completed the QMBA Cert III 
training in Mackay North Qld. Dirk was also 
selected as the Sika Incentive Prize recipient 
for this course, and with his 20years of 
building and construction experience, is 
a shining example of training success. His 
sentiments are spot on, and reflect the critical 
aspect of quality training in our specialised 
industry. Well done Dirk.

Andrew A Golle’
Armont Rectification Builders & Consulting

Firstly, let me say again the cert 3 Waterproofing course you presented in Mackay was one of the 
most well-presented courses I have come across in the 20 years I have been in business, and I 
have done a lot of them.

It has elevated not only my knowledge but also my practices. During the 4 day course my whole 
belief in waterproofing has changed as I now find myself believing that this part of the construc-
tion and rectification industry is a specialised trade which should have a lot more emphasis put 
on it and, should be a  key component to getting  a builders licence. I have learnt so much about 
different components and how they all tie in to make a complete system within a building/ 
Structure.  At first I was a little over whelmed with the information, but your presentation of the 
course allowed me to key it all together. 

Knowing there are more techniques and application, makes me feel the course could be another 
Day longer and possibly a ratio of 2 trainers per 12 students, as I felt myself wanting to know 
more in regards to rectification and different skills such as sheet bitumen or PVC Sheet appli-
cation. But gaining the knowledge I did, through the presentation of this course, I believe I have 
the skills and knowledge to enable me to evaluate and complete Waterproofing task that I may 
not have deemed possible until I completed this Course. It also allows me to further my knowl-
edge through suppliers and industry.   

Thank you for sharing your immense knowledge, experience and your organisation in making it 
all come together.
 
P.S if you have any good pictures of Luke or my-self during the course could you send them 
through to me so I can get them on to our face book page. Thanking you and Master Builders for 
ensuring this Critical stage in the construction of Buildings and Structures is licenced, so that 
best practices are maintained and constant Defective waterproofing works are stamped out our 
industry.
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